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NC. Flue-Cured Production 
7.2 Percent Below Last Year 


Based on the condition of the crop as 
of August 1, the total 1953 production of 
flue-cured tobacco in North Carolina is es- 
timated at 833,260,000 pounds. This is 
51,965,000 pounds less than the July 1 
estimate. A flue-cured crop of 833,260,000 
pounds, if realized, would be 7,2 percent 
less than the 1952 crop of 898,090,000 
p ounds. 

Estimated flue-cured production-in the 
State this year by types compared with 
1952 follows: Type 11: 267,000,000 
pounds in 1953 compared with 330,050,000 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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August 1, 1953 Cotton Report 


Based upon August 1 prospects as 
reported by growers throughout the State, 
the North Carolina 1953 cotton crop is 
estimated at 460,000 bales (500 pounds 
gross weight). Such a crop would be 19,2 
percent less than the 569,000 bales pro- 
duced last year and 11,9 percent below the 
10°year (1942-51) average production of 
522,000 bales. 

The 1953 growing season for cotton got 
off to a favorable start with stands re- 
ported to be the best in several years, 
Weed growth and fruiting were good until 
late in July when shedding of squares and 
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COTTON (Continued) 


small bolls became heavy due to a come 
bination of dry weather and weevil damage. 
Weevil infestation is much heavier in prace 
tically all sections of the State than a 
year ago. Loss to the weevil is expected 
to run considerably above average. 

Assuming average abandonment after 
July 1, the acreage for harvest this year 
would be 759,000 acres, compared with 
745,000 acres harvested last year. 

Based upon August 1 condition, it is 
estimated that lint yield will average 291 
pounds per acre, compared with 366 pounds 
last season and the average of 345 pounds 

The U. S. cotton crop is estimated at 
14,605,000 bales -- about 4 percent less 
than the 15,136,000 bales harvested in 
1952, but nearly 20 percent above the 10- 
year average. Production prospects are 
below the 1952 crop in all states except 
South Carolina, Florida, Tennessee, Ala- 
bama, Oklahoma and Arizona where slight- 
ly larger crops are expected, 
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TOBACCO (Continued) 


pounds in 1952; Type 12: 450,160,000 
pounds compared with 452,120,000 last 
year; Type 13: 116,100,000 compared with 
115,920,000 pounds in 1952, The yield 
per acre by Types is estimated as follows: 
Type 11: 1,000 pounds; Type 12: 1,360; 
and Type 13: 1,350 pounds, 

Total United States flue-cured produc- 
tion is currently estimated at 1,270,282, 
000 pounds or 9,3 percent below total pro- 
duction of 1,365,341,000 pounds last year. 

Burley production in North Carolina is 
currently estimated at 19,775,000 pounds 
or nearly 2 percent below last year. 


With output of cigarettes up 5 percent 
from 1951-52, domestic use of flue-cured 
and burley tobacco in 1952-53 is expected 
to exceed any previous year. 
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N. C. Hay Prospects Decline 


Hot dry weather continued throughout 
July in some areas, particularly in the 
central and northern Piedmont counties 
and by August 1 a very large portion of the 
State was dry to very dry. Under these 
conditions the prospective yield of some 
hays were considerably lower than was the 
case a month earlier. Total 1953 product- 
ion is now forecast at 1,229,000 tons from 
1,207,960 acres, compared with 1,335,000 
tons a month ago and is 7 percent below 
the 1,325,000 tons produced on 1,227,000 
acres in 1952. Average yield for all hay 
is placed at 1.02 tons per acre compared 
with 1.08 a year ago. 

Alfalfa yields are expected to average 
2.05 tons per acre instead of the 2,20 
tons in prospect a month earlier. However 
this would equal the yield of 1952 and 
approach the 10 year average yield of 2.10 
tons per acre. Clover Timothy hay which 
is grown largely in the western mountain 
areas of the State have not suffered as 
much from drought and current prospects 
point to a crop of 116,000 tons, only slight- 
ly lower than the forecast a month earlier 
and a year ago. Yield prospects at 1,10 
tons per acre are now the same as for the 
past two years but slightly below the 10 
year average yield of 1,14 tons. 

Lespedeza hay which is grown largely 
in the Piedmont areas and which makes up 
over 40 percent of all hay acreage has been 
hardest hit by continued dry weather. Some 
areas had poor stands as a result of dry 
weather in May and early June and the crop 
is now browning or dying in some areas 
for lack of moisture. Yield prospects de- 
clined from 1,10 tons to ,95 tons per acre 
during the month of July. Production of 
lespedeza hay for 1953 is currently fore- 
cast at 487,000 tons from 513,000 acres 
compared with July 1 prospects of 564,000 
tons and compares with the 1952 crop of 
570,000 tons harvested from 518,000 acres, 

Legume hays and other hays are cone 
sidered to be in fair to good shape and an 
average crop is in prospect. 

For the Nation as a whole, hay proe- 
“duction is estimated at 105,284,000 tons - 


¢ 1 percent above the 104,424,000 tons 
produced in 1952. Average yield per acre 
is estimated at 1.40 tons per acre - - un- 
changed fromthe previous year. 


U. S. Farmers’ cash receipts from 
marketings in the first 5 months of 1953 
totaled 10.5 billion dollars, 3 percent 
less than in the same period last year. 


Dry Weather Damages Corn Crop 


On the basis of condition reports from 
growers, North Carolina’s corn crop is esti- 
mated at 59,481,000 bushels as of August 1 
This is 15,421,000 bushels or 20.6 percent 
less than estimated as of July 1. The de- 
crease in production is attributed almost 
entirely to damage from extended dry and 
hot weather, 

The average yield per acre is estimated 
at 27.0 bushels or 7,9 bushels less than 
the July 1 estimate. A yield of 27.0 bush- 
els, if realized, compares with 25,5 bushels 
last year and the 1942-51 average yield 
of 27.4 bushels. 

A crop of 59,481,000 bushels would 
exceed the 1952 crop of 56,176,000 bush- 
els by 5.9 percent but would be 2.6 percent 
less than the 1942-51 average production 
of 61,059,000 bushels. 

The condition of the corm crop varies 
considerably within the same area. The 
late seeded crop, in most instances, has 
received most of the damage from dry anc 
hot weather. 


Milk consumption in the United States 
reached a new bigh of 55.6 billion pounds 
tn 1952, ‘Nonfarm families consumed 44,2 
billion pounds and farm families used 11.4 
billion pounds in 1952, Per capita con- 
sumption of fluid milk and cream by the 
civilian population in 1952 averaged 352 
pounds, or nine-tenths of @ pint per day. 
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Soybean Production 
Below Last Year 


August 1 reports from growers indicate 
a 19 percent decline from last year’s soye 
bean production. The expected production 
of 3,885,000 bushels, if realized, will be 
the lowest since 1948, but will be 451,000 
bushels above the 1942°1951 average. 

The 1953 yield is currently estimated 
at 15 bushels per acre. This is 1.5 bushe- 
els less than the record high yields of the 
past two years. 

The decline in acreage this year ace 
counts for part of the decrease in produc- 
tion. Tar Heel growers planted 259,000 
acres this year compared with 290,000 
acres harvested in 1952 and the 10-year 
average of 252,000 acres. 


July Egg Production 


North Carolina farm flocks produced a 
total of 109 million eggs during July - - an 
increase of 9 million eggs over the July 
1950 production, the previous record holder 
for July output. 

The number of layers on farms during 
July is estimated at 7,638,000. This com- 
pares with 7,245,000 layers on farms during 
July 1952. 

The rate of lay for July was 1,432 eggs 
per 100 layers, compared with 1,333 during 
July of the previous year. This also set a 
new record high, exceeding the old record 
of 1,383 set in July 1951. 


Record Monthly Milk 
Production In N. C. 


Estimated milk production in North Care 
olina totaled 165 million pounds during 
July - - an all-time record for monthly pro- 
duction. The previous record of 159 mil- 
lion pounds was set in May of this year. 
The 165 million pounds produced in July 
of this year compares with 146 million 
pounds produced in July 1952 and a 10- 
year average of 147 million pounds for 
July. 
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Sweetpotato Prospects Decline 


As of August 1, a North Carolina sweet 
potato crop of 4,500,000 bushels is esti- 
mated for 1953. This is a reduction of 9 
percent from the July 1 forecast and almost 
31 percent below the 1942°51 average 
production of 6,492,000 bushels but is 15 
percent above last year’s crop of 3,900,000 
bushels. 

Yield is now placed at 100 bushels per 
acre, the same as the average yield last 
year but 7 bushels per acre below the 10- 
year average. 

The currently estimated acreage of 45,- 
000 acres compares with 39,000 acres 
harvested in 1952 and the 1942-51 average 
of 60,000 acres. 

For the United States, production of 
sweetpotatoes is estimated at 33,721,000 
bushels, on the basis of crop conditions as 
of August 1. This indicated crop is 19 
percent larger than last year’s unusually 
short crop, but is more than a third smaller 
than the 1942-51 average. 


Record N. C. Sorghum 
Acreage Indicated 


North Carolina farmers have indicated 
they will harvest 64,000 acres of sorghum 
for grain in 1953. This is the largest crop 
on record for the State and 49 percent 
greater than the previous record of 43,000 
acres harvested for grain in 1952. 

The average yield is estimated at 27.0 
bushels per acre - the same as the average 
yield in 1952. Total production is cure 
rently estimated at 1,728,000 bushels, a 
49 percent increase over the 1,161,000 
bushels produced in 1952. 

Nation-wide the estimated sorghum 
grain acreage is 6,848,000 acres compared 
to 5,089,000 acres harvested in 1952°° 4 
35 percent increase. The current yield 
estimate for the Nation is placed at 161 
bushels per acre compared with the 16.4 
bushels per acre harvested in 1952. Esti- 
mated production is set at 110,027,000 
bushels -- 32 percent above the 83,316,000 
bushels produced in 1952. 


JULY 


The main feature of July weather in 
North Carolina was the drought. For the 
greater part of the month, high pressure 
centered over or north of North Carolina 
tended to push west of the mountains any 
moisture moving northward out of the Gulf 
of Mexico, while at the same time holding 
off moist air currents approaching from the 
Atlantic side. Three fourths of the day- 
light hours were sunny; in many places it 
was the driest July on record, and the av- 
erage rainfall over the State was one of the 
three lowest in over sixty Julys. Offshore 
storms on the 10th, 14th and 27th made for 
greater cloudiness and more shower ac- 
tivity along the coast, and the occasional 
movement from northwest to southeast of 
weak weather fronts stimulated thunder- 
showers in the mountains. The Piedmont, 
however, was seldom affected by either of 
these influences, and so received only 
widely scattered and infrequent showers. 

Precipitation had the usual spotty chare 
acter of summer showers, and in spite of 
the general rainfall shortage, a few places 
had more than the normal July amount. 
Most of the nearly eleven inches that fell 
at Hatteras came in one six inch down- 
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Charles B. Carney 
Meteorologist 


WEATHER SUMMARY 


pour on the 20th, but reports from two lo- 
calities in Stanly County indicate their 
large total was composed of four separate 
rains of an inch or more, plus smaller 
showers. All other reports received show 
less than normal July rainfall, and several 
localities in the Piedmont and interior 
Coastal Plain had less than an inch total 
for the month. Raleigh’s total of 0.38 inch 
is only about one third as much as fell in 
July, 1932, the driest previous July in 87 
years. 

Temperatures averaged only a little 
above normal in July, although there were 
more hot days than usual. In the Piedmont 
there were nearly twice the average July 
number of days with 90 degrees or higher, 
but the only day on which temperatures 
generally climbed to 100 or higher was the 
31st. In general, the weather was cool 
trom the 10th through the 16th, and on the 
25th and 26th; otherwise it was average or 
warmer, Nights were not oppressively 
warm except for one or two at the begine 
ning and again at the end of July. In come 
parison with the heat that prevailed in the 
last half of July, 1952, July of this year 
was mild. 
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FARM REPORT 


Compiled by authority of the 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics 

S. R. Bewell, Assistant Chief 

and published by the 

MORTH CAROLIWA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Division of Statistics 
LY. Ballentine, Commissioner of Agriculture 


Released semi-monthly through the 
Crop Reporting Service at Raleigh 
Henry L. Rasor, Statistician in Charge 
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PRIMARILY For DestrisuTion TO 
CROP REPORTERS AND AGRICULTURAL WORKERS 


ORIGINAL INFORMATION DIRECT FROM 
FARMERS AND OTHE® LOCAL SOURCES 
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Fruit Crops Betow Last Year-Record Pecan Crop Indicated 


Fruit prospects, with the exception of 
pears, remained unchanged from the July 1 
forecasts. Drouth conditions during the 
past month reduced prospective pear 
yields to some extent, but did not mater- 
ially affect the other fruit crops. Harvest- 
ing of the commercial portion of the State’s 
peach crop is drawing to a close, with 
growers reporting a favorable marketing 
season. The APPLE crop has suffered 
considerable freeze damage, cutting the 
number set, but size and quality are ex- 
pected to be good. 

The August 1 forecast places North 
Carolina’s commercial apple production at 
944,000 bushels, compared with the 1952 
record-high crop of 2,053,000 bushels and 
the 194251 average of 1,067,000 bushels, 

Peach production for 1953 is currently 
estimated at 1,300,000 bushels -- about 


21 percent below the 1952 crop of 1,648,° 
000 bushels and 25 percent below the 10¢ 
year average of 1,731,000 bushels. 

The 1953 pear crop is now estimated 
at 147,000 bushels, 5 percent below the 
July 1 forecast; 25,000 bushels below 
production last year, and 32,000 bushels 
below the 10-year average. Prospective 
GRAPE production for the State, based on 
growers’ reports, is estimated at 2,600 
tons. This is 100 tons under last year’s 
production and 1,240 tons below the 1942: 
51 average. The first forecast of the 1953 
North Carolina PECAN crop placed pro- 
duction at 4,017,000 pounds. If such a 
production is realized, it will be the high- 
est of record, exceeding the previous ree 


cord-high of 3,670,000 pounds set in 
1941. The 1952 crop was 2,546,000 
pounds. 


